Teacher: Katherine Gibson
Lesson Title: Answering Research Questions & Evaluating Biographies
Subject Area: English Language Arts
Student Grade level: 7th grade
Time needed: Five fifty minute classes
State Standards:
	https://districtaccess.mde.k12.ms.us/curriculumandInstruction/MississippiCurriculumFrameworks/ELA/MS-CCR-Standards-ELA.pdf

	Mississippi College and Career Readiness Standards- 7th Grade English Language Arts

	W.7.2b


	Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples

	W.7.5


	With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed.

	W.7.7


	Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 

	W.7.9


	Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

	SL.7.1


	Engage effectively in a range of collaborate discussions (one on one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

	

	


In prior classes, students will have discussed the Big6 Research model and discussed how to effectively give an oral presentation.
Course Learning Objectives:
· Students will conduct research by learning how to generate answers to appropriate questions.
· Students will gather information by reading a biography source.
· Students will communicate knowledge by creating a graphic organizer online. 
· Students will improve reading comprehension as they skim text and answer questions.
· Students will develop research skills with the purpose of presenting to the class their knowledge regarding the historical figure.



Student learning resources for at home (Flipped Lecture)
The teacher is utilizing a flipped lecture during this lesson plan. Outside of class, students will have viewed a PowerPoint presentation modeling the lesson process for today’s period (see Powerpoint attached below).  This saves time as students are already familiar with what is happening in class today and can focus on getting help with the research process. Students will also have reviewed the oral presentation unit, the classroom website, classroom weebly quiz, class forum, podcast, ThingLink, Google Doc, and Google Presentation listed below. 
The PowerPoint presentation: (Review on Night 1)
· Demonstrates picking a historical figure, asking effective research questions about this figure, searching for information about this figure on Biography.com, skimming biography to answer questions, and answering inquiries in a graphic organizer.


Oral Presentation Rubric: (Review on Night 1)
· ﻿Oral Presentation Rubric
· This will allow students to review what their oral presentations on their biography projects should contain. 
Scoop.it Research Links: (Review on Night 1)
· Scoop.it- Researching in 7th Grade 
· This will allow students to review tips related to research.
· Classroom website: (Review on Night 2)
· Students will visit the class website to take a quiz on oral presentations 
ThingLink (Review on Night 3)
· Students will view an image with links related to the research process: 
· ThingLink  
· Weebly Quiz (Review on Night 3)
Forum:
· Students will visit the class discussion board to discuss the research process: 
· Class Discussion Board
Google Docs & Presentation (Review on Night 4)
· Students will collaborate via Google Docs and Google Presentation on Big 6 & Plagiarism. This  will allow students to review knowledge regarding the Big 6 for their upcoming tests.
·   Google Doc 
· Google Presentation  
Big 6 Podcast (Review on Night 4)
Students will listen to the podcast related to the Big6: 
· Podcast created through Vocaroo


Student learning activities in class:
Group Discussion
Generating Research Questions
Search for Biography
Skim Biography
Create Graphic Organizer

1.) At the beginning of the lesson, students will gather into groups where they will develop ideas about figures in history they would like to research. This allows students’ prior knowledge to be activated.  (10 minutes)
Mississippi College and Career Readiness (7th grade English Language Arts) standards addressed in this step: SL.7.1

2.) Each person within the group must decide upon an individual figure they wish to learn about. Within their group, students will generate questions regarding what they desire to know about their historical figure and their group members’ historical figures. Students will write down questions.  (25 minutes)
Mississippi College and Career Readiness (7th grade English Language Arts) standards addressed: W.7.5


3.) (The teacher will reserve the computer lab for this portion of the lesson). 
Individually, students will visit Biography.com and search for the historical figure. They must be a textual biography that is relevant to their chosen person. While students conduct research, the teacher will circulate around the room and assist those who may need help with the research process. The teacher will check the sources students’ choose to make sure that they are relevant to their topics. (25 minutes)
Mississippi College and Career Readiness (7th grade English Language Arts) standards addressed: W.7.2b

4.) After students find their biography source, students will skim the biography to look for answers to the questions they generated. 
Mississippi College and Career Readiness (7th grade English Language Arts) standards addressed: W.7.7

a. Students will fill out an online web via Readwritethink.org to answer the questions they generated. The teacher will circulate around the room and check students’ webs, making sure the information they record relates to their figure and questions. Some students may need help narrowing their focus. (35 minutes)
Mississippi College and Career Readiness (7th grade English Language Arts) standards addressed: W.7.9


5.) Students will print out their graphic organizer at the end of the class period. These webs can be referred back to for the biography presentation students will conduct at the end of the unit. If students finish early, they may begin reading the complete biography on the website. If students do not finish steps 1-4, they are to be completed for homework. The teacher will remind students to save the URL of their biography and graphic organizer, so they may access it at home if they are unable to finish. (i.e. via emailing).
(5 minutes)
6.) Students will give oral presentations on biography projects. (2 fifty minute classes)
7.) Students will take test on Big 6 Research model (1 fifty minute class) 
Materials needed in class: biography.com, computers for class, readwritethink.org interactive graphic organizer, oral presentation resources, Big6 Tests


Assignments/Assessment: 
Students will complete graphic organizer from readwritethink.org, print out, and turn-in for a grade.
Students will take a test related to the Big 6:
Big 6 EasyTestMaker
Students will give an Oral Presentation:



Resources: 
www.biography.com; 
www.districtaccess.mde.k12.ms.us/curriculumandInstruction/MississippiCurriculumFrameworks/ELA/MS-CCR-Standards-ELA.pdf
 http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/readwritethink-webbing-tool-30038.html
Scoop.it- Researching in 7th Grade
﻿Oral Presentation Rubric
Scoop.it- Researching in 7th Grade 
ThingLink  
Weebly Quiz (Review on Night 3)
Class Discussion Board
  Google Doc 
Google Presentation  
Podcast created through Vocaroo
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Flipped Lecture PowerPoint link:



Microsoft_PowerPoint_Presentation1.pptx
Biography Project

Conducting Research: flipped lecture





For class tomorrow….

Be thinking of historical figures you wish to learn more about.

We will break off into groups to discuss these figures.

Think about questions you wish to ask about these figures.

We will answer these questions by researching on www. biography.com.

We will create graphic organizers to organize our thiughts  from readwritethink.org





An example of the process:
 I wish to learn more about….. 
	Abraham Lincoln

What do I wish to learn about Abraham Lincoln? Example: What was his childhood like?

What were his parents’ names?

Where was he born? 





In class, you will discuss with your group the questions you have regarding your historical figure and other classmates’ historical figures.

 Write down your research questions as you discuss with your group.






After I ask questions…

I will visit Biography.com

I will type the name of my figure into the search box.

By looking through the search results, I will find a textual biography of my historical figure.

By skimming the biography, I can find the answers to my questions.









For example…

On the biography.com website, I search for questions regarding Lincoln’s childhood. 

I find a heading entitled “childhood” and skim the passage for the answers to my questions

What were his parent’s names?

Where was he born?







Graphic organizer 

I will utilize a graphic organizer from READWRITETHINK.ORG

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/readwritethink-webbing-tool-30038.html



Click the link, 

type name, 

and click what 

shapes you wish

 to use.

 Then click start

 webbing.







Graphic organizer 

I will utilize a graphic organizer from READWRITETHINK.ORG

Use the software to categorize important information and connect related concepts

For instance, I can compose Lincoln’s life under headings(my questions) and subheadings (answers found).











After you are done in class tommorrow, print out the graphic organizer

Do this by clicking finish then print



We will prepare oral presentations 

on our biographies in future class 

periods. 
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FAMOUS UNION FIGURES ~
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FAMOUS AQUARIANS
st GALLERY 15 Images
Childhood
10f17 N . P -
QUOTES Abraham Lincoln was born in a log cabin in Hardin County, Kentucky to
“Those who deny freedom to others, Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks Lincoln. Thomas was a strong and
deserve it not for themselves.” determined pioneer who found a moderate level of prosperity and was well
—_Abraham Lincoln respected in the community. The couple had two other children: Abraham's

older sister Sarah and younger brother Thomas, who died in infancy. Due to a
land dispute, the Lincolns were forced to move from Kentucky to Perry
County, Indiana in 1817, where the family "squatted" on public land to scrap
out a living in a crude shelter, hunting game and farming a small plot. Thomas
was eventually able to buy the land.

When young Abraham was 9 years old, his mother died of tremetol (milk
sickness) at age 34. The event was devastating on him and young Abraham
grew more alienated from his father and quietly resented the hard work
placed on him at an early age. A few months after Nancy's death, Thomas
married Sarah Bush Johnston, a Kentucky widow with three children of her
own. She was a strong and affectionate woman with whom Abraham quickly
bonded. Though both his parents were most likely illiterate, Sarah
encouraged Abraham to read. It was while growing into manhood that he
received his formal education—an estimated total of 18 months—a few days
or weeks at a time. Reading material was in short supply in the Indiana







image10.png

il ) @ nwtinteractives ncte.org/view,_interactive.aspx?id=127

& || Q interactive graphic organizer tool 2 wlA

I Part 1 Module H Overv... M Inbox (628) - katherine... [8) Most Visited @ Getting Started M Inbox (710) - katiejoyg... {} Job Search Assistance M Curriculum, Instruction,... 3 0 Requests <> All About Me (Inform... rw: I've Got It Covered! Cr... ~wt Reading Movies and T... »

READWRITETHINK WEBBING TOOL

Name:

Shape:

Instructions:
Use this interactive to create free-form graphic organizers, similar to the cluster web shown
in the picture. You can drag your ideas around in the organizer to arrange any layout and
relationship that you want. You can use circle or box (rectangle) shapes to appear on your
chart. Each layer on the chart will have a different color border for the shapes that you
choose.

Click the Help button at the top of the screen, and then the How To button for more
information on using the tool

Katherine Gibson

Cluster Web Cause and Effect Web

Hierarchy Web

START WEBBING )
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Conducting Research: flipped lecture





For class tomorrow….

Be thinking of historical figures you wish to learn more about.

We will break off into groups to discuss these figures.

Think about questions you wish to ask about these figures.

We will answer these questions by researching on www. biography.com.

We will create graphic organizers to organize our thiughts  from readwritethink.org





An example of the process:
 I wish to learn more about….. 
	Abraham Lincoln

What do I wish to learn about Abraham Lincoln? Example: What was his childhood like?

What were his parents’ names?

Where was he born? 





In class, you will discuss with your group the questions you have regarding your historical figure and other classmates’ historical figures.

 Write down your research questions as you discuss with your group.






After I ask questions…

I will visit Biography.com

I will type the name of my figure into the search box.

By looking through the search results, I will find a textual biography of my historical figure.

By skimming the biography, I can find the answers to my questions.









For example…

On the biography.com website, I search for questions regarding Lincoln’s childhood. 

I find a heading entitled “childhood” and skim the passage for the answers to my questions

What were his parent’s names?

Where was he born?







Graphic organizer 

I will utilize a graphic organizer from READWRITETHINK.ORG

http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/student-interactives/readwritethink-webbing-tool-30038.html



Click the link, 

type name, 

and click what 

shapes you wish

 to use.

 Then click start

 webbing.







Graphic organizer 

I will utilize a graphic organizer from READWRITETHINK.ORG

Use the software to categorize important information and connect related concepts

For instance, I can compose Lincoln’s life under headings(my questions) and subheadings (answers found).











After you are done in class tommorrow, print out the graphic organizer

Do this by clicking finish then print



We will prepare oral presentations 

on our biographies in future class 

periods. 
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“Those who deny freedom to others, Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks Lincoln. Thomas was a strong and
deserve it not for themselves.” determined pioneer who found a moderate level of prosperity and was well
—_Abraham Lincoln respected in the community. The couple had two other children: Abraham's

older sister Sarah and younger brother Thomas, who died in infancy. Due to a
land dispute, the Lincolns were forced to move from Kentucky to Perry
County, Indiana in 1817, where the family "squatted" on public land to scrap
out a living in a crude shelter, hunting game and farming a small plot. Thomas
was eventually able to buy the land.

When young Abraham was 9 years old, his mother died of tremetol (milk
sickness) at age 34. The event was devastating on him and young Abraham
grew more alienated from his father and quietly resented the hard work
placed on him at an early age. A few months after Nancy's death, Thomas
married Sarah Bush Johnston, a Kentucky widow with three children of her
own. She was a strong and affectionate woman with whom Abraham quickly
bonded. Though both his parents were most likely illiterate, Sarah
encouraged Abraham to read. It was while growing into manhood that he
received his formal education—an estimated total of 18 months—a few days
or weeks at a time. Reading material was in short supply in the Indiana
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READWRITETHINK WEBBING TOOL

Name:

Shape:

Instructions:
Use this interactive to create free-form graphic organizers, similar to the cluster web shown
in the picture. You can drag your ideas around in the organizer to arrange any layout and
relationship that you want. You can use circle or box (rectangle) shapes to appear on your
chart. Each layer on the chart will have a different color border for the shapes that you
choose.

Click the Help button at the top of the screen, and then the How To button for more
information on using the tool

Katherine Gibson
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